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FSA General Meeting Minutes

Wednesday 1st May at 10.15am

held at

The Limes Country Lodge Hotel, Forshaw Heath Road, Earlswood, Solihull, B94 5JZ  
[bookmark: _Hlk158204965]Tel: 01564 703444
PRESENT: 

Anthony Hill					President & Somerset Willow
Alun Tucker					Chief Executive
Antonia Wilmot				Obitus – Speaker
Debbie Avens					Avens Marketing Ltd
Matthew Hall					The Mazwelll Group
David Fry					Clarke & Strong
Bob Tomes					Colourful Coffins
Leonna Millward				Everwith Jewellery Ltd
Philip Halliday 				Halliday Funeral Supplies/P&L Manufacturing
Chris Taylor       				Halliday Funeral Supplies/P&L Manufacturing
James Warburton				Jukes Group
Julian Atkinson				Kindly Earth/J C Atkinson
Graham Soult					Steve Soult Ltd
Steve Soult					Steve Soult Ltd
Cheryl Yarwood				Yarwood Memorial Products Ltd
Hannah Yarwood				Yarwood Memorial Products Ltd
Tom Stroud					Allsops
Jade Wilcox					Wilcox Limousines
Penny Wilcox					Wilcox Limousines
Alan Jose					Westerleigh Group
Matthew Brook				Westerleigh Group
Ellen Musgrove				Musgrove Willows Ltd
Holly Musgrove 				Musgrove Willows Ltd
Carl Beswick					Trident Marketing Ltd
Christopher Doggett				Association of Green Funeral Directors
Tori Bush					Tributes Ltd
Brian Hart					Unicorn IB Ltd t/a SAIFINSURE
Simon Oakes					Lyn Oakes Ltd
Adrian Brine					Citation Ltd
Sean Smith 					Legacy Tributes 
Chilton Pike 					Earth to Heaven
Kate Davis 					Jones Memorials
Jodie Hickton					Jones Memorials
Joanne Asher					Ideas for Funerals
[bookmark: _Hlk159252524]Carolyn Day					Greener Globe Funeral Standard
Adrienne Peers				Canfly Marketing Ltd
Darren Woodhouse				Lifelia
Katie Benson					Obitus 
John Mitchell					Wessex Business Services
Simon Fisher					Lifeart - North Coffins
Kevin Rayner					K P Rayner Ltd
Before opening the meeting President, Anthony Hill, advised members of the recent death of Lady Gillian Oakes, Director of Lyn Oakes Ltd and mother of Simon
Members stood for a period of silent tribute.

1. Welcome & President’s Report


2. Apologies

Russ Bravo & Denise Walker	Funeral Service Journal
Steve Walwyn				J.C. Walwyn & Sons Ltd
Keith Walwyn				J.C. Walwyn & Sons Ltd
Simon Walwyn			J.C. Walwyn & Sons Ltd
David Spittle 				Bradnam Joinery Ltd
Jon Barton				Everwith Jewellery
Lee Irons				Tanamerah (formerly Ecocoffins)
Jon McEntagart			JOH Holdings
Marian Sinclair			MotorCycle Funerals
Catherine Betley			Professional Help
Adam Masters			Tributes Ltd
David Jones 				Frontline Communications Ltd
Brian Bull				Association of Independent Celebrants
Grace Jevons 				Association of Independent Celebrants
Greg Cranfield 			J C Atkinson Ltd
Martin Wilson				Rose House Funeral Supplies
Rachel Oates				Natural Legacy
Ray Williams				James & Williams Ltd
Gill Watkins				James & williams Ltd

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2024 

[bookmark: _Hlk112748709]Proposed by Alan Jose, seconded by Adrian Brine these be accepted. All in favour


4. Matters arising

There were no matters arising.



5. President’s Report

Following his welcome, Anthony said how quiet his FSA role had been to date but invitations were now being received to represent the Association at various Kindred Association events as well as three Services of Dedication at Westerleigh Group crematoria.

6. Chief Executive’s Report
Alun provided an update on the work he has been conducting on behalf of the Association.

[bookmark: _Hlk112748767]Membership – Membership stands at 104.

A small number of companies had not renewed membership for 2024; Memographics, Fibrous, Zephi, Opus Xenta & Life Ledger

National Funeral Exhibition – 41FSA members occupy 44 stands with vehicles also outdoors.
FSA would be on stand 308 in Hall 2 – same stand as 2022 but different number!
FSA members will be given A5 logo cards to place on their stands which will have a QR code giving access to the FSA website.
There will be a NFE offer to attract new members. If we could attract 10 would be a good target to reach.
Martin Wilson had called Alun to advise that all stands had to taken down by 4pm on Sunday not Monday as has been stated on the NFE website.
Alun advised that Jane Lawrence had left the NAFD and the event organiser is now Kyle Daley recently of Firehawk Funerals and a former funeral director.

The next DMAG meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th May.

Annual General Meeting – following a highly successful day at the Alveston Manor last November, Alun confirmed we will be returning there on Friday 8th November 2024.
General Meeting 11.00am – Lunch 1.00pm – AGM 2.30pm – Dinner 6.45 for 7.30pm.
Lunch cost £25 Dinner cost £85 Bedrooms Thursday single £138 double £147
Friday Bedrooms single £138 double £145

Alun asked Joanne Asher to introduce the Ideas for Funerals Buyers’ Guide which the FSA sponsor and confirmed that FSA have agreed to sponsor once again in 2025

Adrienne Peers confirmed that exhibitors at NFE could still order promotional items for delivery in time for the event.


7. Guest Speaker – Antonia Wilmot, Brand Ambassador, Obitus

Antonia gave ‘a global view of a family experience’ based on visits to a number of crematoria and cemeteries round the world.
This gave a fascination insight into how death and funerals are treated with differing customs.
Members showed their appreciation to Antonia for her excellent, thought provoking presentation which raised a number of questions and discussion points.
[bookmark: _Hlk112748885]
8. Date of next meeting

The next General Meeting will be held at The Limes Country Lodge Hotel on Wednesday 10th July 2024 at the usual time of 9.30am for a 10.15am start. Those looking to arrive on the evening before should book with the hotel asap to avoid disappointment. 01564 703444

9. The meeting was closed at 12.15pm and a bbq was served with members enjoying glorious sunshine for an outdoor lunch.
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